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ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 – SECTIONS 64 AND 65 

AUTHORISATION OF TRAFFIC SIGNS AND SPECIAL DIRECTIONS 

The Secretary of State for Transport, in exercise of her powers under Sections 64 and 65 

of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, and all other powers enabling her in that behalf 

for the purpose of indicating to road users lane closures on relaxation schemes on 

motorway and all-purpose dual carriageway trunk roads within National Highways Area 5 

(and their slip and link roads) and for informing road users of the route to take to avoid 

said lane closures, on roads where National Highways is the traffic authority, hereby: 

1. authorises the placing of a sign on the said roads (hereinafter referred to as “the 

authorised sign”) conforming as to size, colour and character with that shown on 

the attached drawing numbered GT50/198/0131-1; and 

2. directs that the part of the sign coloured white must be illuminated with white 

retroreflecting material which conforms to class R2, R2B or R3 in the provisions 

of British Standard (BS) EN 13422; and 

3. directs that information about the manufacture of the sign shall be appended to 

the sign to comply with requirements of signing such information in the National 

Annex to BS EN 13422; and 

4. directs that the four lights integrated into the authorised sign shall have their 

vertical centreline of each light positioned at 90⁰ centres around the sign with a 

permitted tolerance of ±5⁰, and that each light shall, at its widest point, subtend a 

maximum of 70⁰ of the authorised sign and be of the size and shape as shown 

on the attached drawing numbered GT50/198/0131-2; and 

5. directs that the lights meet the following performance class in BS EN 12352, 

colorimetric performance of light emitted (Class C Yellow 1 in Table 2); and 



 

 

GT50/198/0131 

 

   
 

6. directs that when placed on the road only the light orientated towards oncoming 

traffic shall be illuminated; and 

7. directs that when placed on the road as part of cone taper, that the illuminated 

light shall flash in a sequential wave along the length of the taper (as defined in 

the Traffic Signs Manual Chapter 8, “Chapter 8”); and 

8. directs that when placed on the road as part of lane closure cone taper, that the 

illuminated light shall flash in sequence along the length, with a flash on time of 

Class O2 (Clause 4.2.2.2) and flash frequency of Class F2 (Clause 4.2.2.1), as 

described in BS EN 12352; and 

9. directs that the system for powering any light shall comply with any 

characteristic and minimum class in any CENELEC Ultra-low Voltage standard 

which would apply to such system; and 

10. directs that the system for bringing any light into (or out of) use shall comply with 

the requirements of any Traffic Open Product and Specification (TOPAS) 

standard which would apply to such system; and  

11. directs that when one of the integrated lights is in use on the authorised sign on 

a cone taper the light shall be illuminated to a minimum of Class L3 while 

indicating a sequential wave (as defined in Chapter 8) along the lane closure 

taper and when not showing this wave shall remain lit with a minimum luminous 

intensity of 2 candela; and 

12. directs that the authorised sign may be used as an alternative to the use of 

traffic cones and separate warning lamp (as indicated in Chapter 8) to indicate 

lane closures on motorway and all-purpose dual carriageways. The authorised 

sign must not display a sequential wave at changeovers or crossovers (as 

defined in Chapter 8); and 
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13. directs that the contractor using the authorised sign must ensure that the 

installation, operation, removal and monitoring of the authorised sign shall be in 

accordance with the requirements and guidance in the version of Chapter 8 in 

place at the time of installation; and 

14. directs, that the authorisation will be valid until 31st March 2030, but that without 

prejudice to any statutory provisions to the like effect, that it is a condition of this 

authorisation that the placing of authorised sign on the road shall continue to 

have effect only until such day as may be appointed by one month's notice given 

by the Secretary of State and on that day the said authorisation shall, without 

prejudice to the giving of any further authorisation or direction, cease to have 

effect. 

The provisions of Regulations 7, 8, 10, 11 and 12 of the Traffic Signs Regulations and 

General Directions 2016 (SI 2016 No. 362, “the 2016 Regulations”) shall apply to the 

authorised sign in the same manner as they apply to the sign shown in Diagram 7101.1 

in Schedule 13, Part 6, Item 4 to those Regulations. 

The provisions shown in Schedule 13, Parts 1 to 12 of the 2016 Regulations shall apply 

to the authorised sign in the same manner as they apply to the sign shown in Diagram 

7101.1 in Schedule 13, Part 6, Item 4 to those Regulations. 

Dated 23 September 2026 

Signed by authority of the Secretary of State 

 

 

…………………………………………………………… 
A Delegated Official of the Department for Transport 
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